Presidents Letter
Another boating season is upon us. The buoys are in and most everyone has their piers
and boat lifts in place. A cruise of our Lake shoreline confirms that summer is fast approaching.
This has been a busy spring for the MPOA Officers, Directors and volunteers who have
assisted in the open house activities of May 5 & 19. It was our first opportunity to show off our
new office facility and more importantly, present the available information on the dredging
activities that will restore our lake.
The entire community needs to extend its thanks to Nancy Burke & Dennis Gallo. Their
organizational skills were the difference. We should also recognize and thank the worker bees
who were in attendance and gave of their time on their weekend time off. Kathy Duddleston,
Rayne Gearhardt, Dale Kowalski, Tom Cooper, Bill Kloud & Dr. Ed Burke of the MPOA,
Wonder Lake Sportsman’s Club President Ken Shaleen, Village of Wonder Lake President Tony
Topf and Trustees Ed Peters, Mike Heger, Les Anderson and John Naatz were all
instrumental in distributing information to those who came to gather information. Thanks also to
Marge Lieb & Kathy Blum for the smooth handling of the recreational sticker sales during the
open house activities.
Approximately 450.people attended the two days of the event. Thanks to you, the
members who participated, gathered information, expressed your concerns, volunteered of your
time to help and provided us with your insights related to our efforts to establish a dredging
program targeted to begin in 2008. The surveys that were completed will be tabulated and the
results will be distributed to the membership in our next newsletter. If you volunteered to help,
you will receive information through the mail during the month of June.
Inside you will find information on the new Boston Whaler watercraft that was donated to
the village of Wonder Lake by some Wonder Lake property owners, a summary of the available
information about our dredging plans, MPOA Commission activities, more news about our open
house & new office facility and summer activities and events that are scheduled by our local club
and community organizations.
Your MPOA Officers, Directors and Delegates hope that all lake users enjoy another safe and fun
summer season on Wonder Lake.
UPDATE - ANNEXATION TO THE CITY OF MCHENRY
By Bill McKinney

As reported in our last edition, on December 12, 2006 Marsha & Floyd Nelson and Mary Lou &
Mark Weigold of the Oakwood Shores subdivision, and Sharon & David Hunt and Deanna & Mark
Hooltfreter of the Parker’s Highlands subdivision submitted a petition to annex their properties to
the City of McHenry. The petition was filed with the McHenry County Circuit Court Clerk in
Woodstock on December 12, 2006. Their properties are contiguous to each other and are
located on the northeast corner of Oakwood Shores and the southeast corner of Parker’s
Highlands.
.
In order to accomplish the annexation of their properties, an approximate 92 acre corridor through
the proposed Thatcher Meadows development would have to be forcibly annexed to the City of
McHenry. These properties are owned by NRB Land, LLC, WLM 150, LLC and WLA 530, LLC.
Petitions to annex these properties to the Village of Wonder Lake are on file and recorded by the
Wonder Lake Village Clerk prior to the date of the petitions filed with the City of McHenry.

According to one of their Alderman, the City is supporting this effort and providing legal assistant
to the 4 families in wonder Lake. The City is expending their tax revenue in an effort to find a way
to derail the proposed Thatcher Meadows development.
The City of McHenry helped finance the Bull Valley and the McHenry County State’s Attorney’s
failed effort to derail the annexation of our MPOA owned Lakebottom into the Village of Wonder
Lake. Now they are trying to prevent the annexation of NRB Land’s property into the village and
in doing so, jeopardizing our ability to establish a needed community wastewater treatment
facility, a municipal drinking water system and a sediment storage facility so that a lake
restoration project can proceed as planned.
The next hearing date on the petition to annex a 92 acre portion of NRB Land’s property to the
City of McHenry is scheduled for June 9, 2007 before Judge Sullivan.
Editors Note: For those of you who are opposed to annexing your property to the City of
McHenry and their higher tax rates, the above action could not happen if your subdivision
was annexed into the Village of Wonder Lake.
SUBDIVISION ANNEXATIONS – VILLAGE OF WONDER LAKE
The Shore Hills Property Owner Association has officially petitioned the McHenry County Circuit
Court, requesting validation of their petitions so that they can proceed with their efforts to annex
into the Village of Wonder Lake. Should they successfully achieve their goal, the total number of
subdivisions with deeded lake access that have annexed into the Village of Wonder Lake will be
seven and include the subdivisions of Hickory Falls I & II, Wildwood, Deep Springs Woods,
Wooded Shores and the Greenwood Township portion of Wonder View and White Oaks Bay.
There are 18 subdivisions that are members of the MPOA. If Shore Hills is successful with there
effort, all properties in 6 of these subdivisions will be included in the Village of Wonder Lake.
While Shore Hill is proceeding with their effort, road projects in White Oaks Bay and Hickory Falls
I & II have begun and the ownership of Wooded Shores’ roads is scheduled for a trial date of July
9, 2007.
YEAR OF THE CICADA
By Dick Hilton

The seventeen year visitors are a noisy bunch and to some a bit annoying, but your plants wont
mind and neither should you. Many people dread them but cicadas can’t hurt you.. They can’t
bite or chew on plants as they have no jaws. They have no stingers. They have no interest in
people or pets, only cicadas of the opposite sex.
DO
Wrap newly planted deciduous trees and shrubs (last fall or this spring) in tulle (a net like fabric)
as they may suffer from cicada eggs laid in their twigs. Tie the fabric to the base of the trunk.
Listen to their song. There are three species and each has a different song. The song is used to
sort them selves out to mate.
Leave them on the lawn. After they die they become food for birds and small mammals and what
they don’t eat will break down and fertilize your plants and grass. If there are piles of them in
your yard just spread them out with a rake otherwise they may begin to smell.
Pretend to be a female cicada. Click your fingers in rhythm with the male’s song and see if you
can attract a suitor.

Keep your trees and shrubs watered throughout the summer. One inch of water per week will
help them ward off any damage caused by the egg laying activity.
DON’T
Freak out. They won’t attack or hurt you. Their survival strategy is to emerge in such large
numbers that predators can’t eat them all before they lay their eggs so they never develop a
defense strategy.
Plant new shrubs and trees in the fall so that you won’t have to bother protecting them from their
egg laying activities.
The major danger to pets is that they will pig out and eat too many, resulting in an upset stomach.
Pesticides are futile and you would be spreading poison to animals, including pets that eat
cicadas.
(From a 4/22/07 article by Beth Botts, Chicago Tribune Staff Reporter, For more information visit www.chicagotribune.com/garden You can hear
them by visiting www.chicagotribune.com/cicada )

WONDER LAKE MARINE PATROL
This season the WLMP will be patrolling the lake in style. The Village acquired a brand new 19’
Boston Whaler. The boat was a gift to the village, donated by a group of Wonder Lake property
owners. The Village’s Marine Patrol officers will be receiving special marine training from the
Lake County Sheriff’s Marine Division.

The primary responsibility of the WLMP is to promote public safety and enforce the laws of the
State of Illinois. They will also enforce the MPOA regulations that maintain the privacy of Wonder
Lake.
LAKE DRAWDOWN PLANNED FOR THIS FALL
At the June MPOA meeting the Directors will be asked to consider a recommendation from the
Lake Maintenance Commission to authorize a lake drawdown of not-to-exceed 4 feet. If
approved, the drawdown would begin at the end of the Labor Day weekend so that repairs of the
sluice gates, sluiceways and minor seepage in chamber 7 of the spillway can be accomplished.
Under normal weather conditions the lake should be returned to normal pool by the end of
October.
MPOA OPEN HOUSE
On May 5 and 19 the MPOA hosted open houses to introduce the community to the new office
and provide information on dredging Wonder Lake. Approximately 500 people attended the two

events. Dennis Gallo gave a comprehensive slide presentation that covered all aspects of
restoration. The slides were augmented by handouts that highlighted the major points and
provided take home information.
People who attended had many important questions. Those questions were noted and will be
answered as soon as possible. Generally, Wonder Lakers appear to be enthusiastic about the
prospect of a cleaner, deeper, more attractive lake and support the MPOA efforts to get the long
talked about project underway.
The MPOA board and officers are delighted with the response and the number of people who
have volunteered to help. We know that there is great talent in the community and look forward
to working with you.
WONDER LAKE SPORTSMAN’S & CONSERVATION CLUB
Aquatic Plant Study - 2007 update
In August of 2003 an aquatic plant study involving 8 species of emergent (in-water) plants was
begun by the Wonder Lake Sportsman & Conservation Club. This study was expanded with
additional emergent plants and in 2006 ten native shoreline species were introduced. The test
plot is in the northern most bay of the White Oaks Bay Subdivision. It is available for inspection
by boat.
Of the shoreline plants, the Fox Sedge, Joe Pye Weed, Big Bluestem, Ironweed and Culvers
Root were beginning to show growth as the spring of 2007 began. The Hardstem Bulrush, Soft
Rush and Blunt Spike Rush in the emerging plant category were also doing well.
One of the goals of the plant study was to determine which species might survive/thrive in
Wonder Lake. The in-water Hard Stem Bulrush has been such a success story that the
Sportsmans Club added an additional 25 ‘plugs’ of this species at the beginning of June. Hard
Stem Bulrush is a food source for wildlife, provides habitat for fish spawning and is a good break
to retard bank erosion.
Up coming events
In the months since Ken Shaleen was voted in as the new Club President he has had a very full
plate! He is on the Lake Maintenance subcommittee which has been charged with the task of
shoreline and island restoration. Both he and the club are proud to aid the MPOA in achieving the
lake restoration goals.
The spring bass derby held May 6th was a great success. All the fish caught were healthy and
large. The big bass contest was netted by Andy Fossum. His fish weighed in at 5 lbs, 11 oz. The
first place team was Dave and Renee Ewald with 5 fish at 13 lbs, 5 oz. The second place team
was Dan Resko & Jim Rades with 6 fish at 12 lbs, 15 oz. The third place team was Bob Kiddel &
Matt McDonnall with 6 fish at 12 lbs, 14 oz. Congratulations and thanks to all the participants. The
event showed just how good a fishery we have right here in our own lake.
Below is a list of 2007 club sponsored events. Please try to attend as many as you can.
Kids Fishing Derby, Sunday June 10th
Carp Shoot, Saturday August 11th
Catfish Derby, Saturday and Sunday August 18th & 19th

Fall Bass Derby, Sunday October 7th
Consider becoming a club member and join our meetings held at 7:30 on the first Wednesday of
every month at the Lizzard Lounge on East Wonder Lake Road.
UPDATED DREDGING FEASIBILITY STUDY
As dictated by both the By laws and covenants to deeds, the Wonder Lake Master Property
Owners Association (MPOA) is, To conduct and promote the Wonder Lake Recreational Area for
the improvement of civic and social welfare and to control and maintain the lake bottom and other
community property pertinent thereof, and do any and all acts necessary to further said objects.
In its continuing effort to serve its membership, in 2006 the MPOA Board of Directors authorized
our consultants to update the 1996 Feasibility Study and Restoration Plan for Wonder Lake. The
results of the updated study and the consultant’s recommendations were delivered to the MPOA’s
Lake Maintenance Commission in January of this year.
Sediment Information
Excessive sediment accumulations and shallow water depths are impairments that were identified
to exist in 1996. The updated study which includes our consultant’s analysis of current data
collected by the U.S. Dept. of Interior, USGS, reconfirms that certain areas of our Lake contain
significant amounts of sediment and require dredging.
1996 Report
Lake Segment
Trapped Sediment in cubic yards (cy)
White Oaks Bay (3 Coves)
17,522
West Bay
309,427
South Bay
539,233
Main Body
2,058,632
Sub total……………………….2,924,814 cy
Total est. accumulation 1996 – 2006
138,490
Total trapped in-lake sediment….…………3,063,304 cy
Additionally, the O’Brien Shoals area on the east side of our Lake requires restoration in order to
reestablish boating access currently restricted because of erosion of the shoal area and the
resulting shallow water conditions.
You may be wondering where all this sediment came from. When the dam was built and the lake
began forming 78 years ago there was no prior preparation of the lake bottom. As a result, all of
the top soils on the higher elevations of the lake bed have sloughed to the center. Over the years
this has resulted in a loss of water depth. Also, the lake is an impoundment. Water that forms
the lake comes from four tributary streams. These streams deliver farm field runoff during rain
events and also streambed sediments. This is compounded by the huge watershed (approx.
62,500 acres) that supplies the water to our Lake. Shoreline and soil erosion from the Lake’s
near watershed also contribute to the amount of accumulated volume of sediment. It is estimated
that approximately 75% of all sediment entering the lake is trapped, causing a reduction in water
depth and restricted recreational use of as many as 80 to 100 acres of water surface.
In 1995 and again in 2006, sediment core samples were collected from several areas of the lake.
Laboratory analysis has determined that in all cases, the sediment meets the IL Environmental
Protection Agency’s criteria for dredging and that the placement of dredged sediment should not
be restricted during the regulatory permitting process.

The MPOA consultants completed a shoreline erosion survey and an existing conditions
inventory of the Wonder Lake Shoreline. The purpose was to determine restoration requirements
and probable implementation costs for future shoreline stabilization efforts.
An estimated 21,457 ft. (40.8%) of the 52,565 ft. of perimeter shoreline at Wonder Lake was
classified as eroded and unprotected during the 2006 survey. The largest classification of eroded
shoreline was 16,660 ft. of slight (1 to 3 ft. bank height) shoreline erosion, which represented
31.7% of the total eroded shoreline length. Moderate (3 to 8 ft. bank height) shoreline erosion
accounted for 4,797 ft. or 9.1% of the total eroded shoreline. In addition, there are six (6) existing
islands that accounted for approximately 3,500 ft. of eroded shoreline, including both slight and
moderate bank heights. Wickline Island, two islands at O’Brien Shoals and Walkington Island in
West Bay have all lost a considerable amount of shoreline as a result of erosion and are
generally surrounded by shallow water depths, accounting for a total of approximately 2,155 ft. of
eroded shoreline in the slight (1 to 3 ft. bank height) category. The two northerly islands near the
Narrows were found to have approximately 1,345 ft. of eroded shoreline in the moderate (3 to 8 ft.
bank height) category.
Various forms of shoreline protection have been implemented throughout the lake in an effort to
minimize bank erosion. These shoreline protection methods include approximately 7,929 feet of
riprap, 14,769 feet of steel and vinyl sheet pile seawalls, 5,677 feet of concrete and wood
retaining walls, 190 feet of tri-lock concrete blocks, and 233 feet of established vegetation. Most
of these locations exhibited successful stabilization measures. However, several seawall and
riprap areas were observed to be in need of repair or maintenance. In addition to the general
observations and measurements, areas in the greatest need of remediation were documented
and photographed.
Fish Population survey
A fish population survey was completed by the Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR)
on Sept. 30-Oct. 1, 2004. This survey consisted of two hours of electro-shocking, four trap nets
and one gill net set overnight. During this time, a total of 2,925 fish and 15 different species were
collected, which included largemouth bass, smallmouth bass, musky, walleye, bluegill, green
sunfish, green/pumpkinseed sunfish hybrid, black crappie, yellow bass, channel catfish, black
bullheads, white suckers, golden redhorse, carp, and brook silversides minnows.
Based on the results of the 2004 survey, Wonder Lake was found to have a diverse fish
population that includes an acceptable population of largemouth bass, bluegill and channel
catfish, in addition to river adapted species such as quillback, golden redhorse and white sucker.
However, the overall population is struggling in a habitat that exhibits very turbid, shallow and
degraded conditions.
Illinois DNR fish population management recommendations included establishing a stocking
program to increase the number of large predators in the lake. Once established, these large
predator populations can provide exceptional sport fishing and may help reduce numbers of less
desirable species, such as common carp, yellow bass, and white sucker. Walleye and pure
muskellunge would be the best candidates for introduction given the lake’s turbid water conditions
and abundant prey populations. Furthermore, walleye and muskellunge are native to the region
and both species currently are abundant throughout the Fox Chain of Lakes.
Watershed Management
As evidenced by the sedimentation patterns that have occurred over the past 78 years since the
lake was constructed, efforts to reduce soil erosion in the watershed are a primary requirement
whether or not any other lake restoration measures are implemented. The estimated average

annual amount of sediment that accumulated in the lake each year until 1995 was approximately
33,284 cubic yards based on the sediment survey calculations completed for the 1996 report.
According to sediment loading calculations derived from USGS monitoring data, the estimated
trapping efficiency is approximately 75 percent. This means that approximately 75 percent of all
incoming suspended sediment is settling within the lake, and 25 percent is remaining in
suspension and eventually being discharged over the spillway. According to the estimates made
by USGS in the 2004 Report, approximately 6,800 tons (12,590 cubic yards) of sediment is
deposited within the lake annually. This represents a 62% reduction in the long term annual
average that was calculated in 1996. There are several factors that help to explain this significant
sediment load reduction, most of which are a result of watershed management efforts and/or
climatological conditions.
The Nippersink Creek Watershed Planning Committee was formed in November of 1995 to
identify concerns and problem areas within the watershed, and to develop a plan to implement
measures designed to protect, preserve and enhance the natural resources within the watershed.
The Planning Committee has coordinated with the USDA - Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS), the McHenry County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) and the
McHenry County Conservation District for guidance and assistance in the development and
implementation of the plan, which was finalized and printed in 1998. One of the primary benefits
that this watershed plan provides to Wonder Lake is the reduction and control of soil erosion and
nutrient runoff. Since excessive sediment accumulation and phosphorus loading are identified
problems, any efforts to minimize future loading rates will be highly beneficial to the lake. It is
recommended that the Nippersink Creek Watershed Planning Committee continue efforts to
implement recommendations of the Nippersink Creek Watershed Plan, which was developed in
1998. A revised Watershed Plan is currently being developed in order to reflect current
conditions in the watershed and to address EPA watershed plan requirements to comply with
Section 319 Program Incremental Funding Guidelines.
Summary and Recommendations
The water quality conditions in Wonder Lake include biological, aesthetic and recreational use
impairments primarily resulting from the excessive sedimentation and phosphorus loading that
has occurred since the construction of the lake in 1929. This nutrient rich sediment has caused
water depths to become shallow, thus restricting recreational access and degrading the water
quality and aquatic habitat.
In order to restore the lake’s overall water quality and recreational opportunities, there should be
a combination of both in-lake and continuing watershed improvements that include restoration
and protection measures.
The Lake Maintenance Commission has voted unanimously to recommend that the Directors
approve a Complete enhancement project as presented in this 2006 Feasibility Study update,
The Complete Enhancement project provides the most diverse and longest lasting benefits to the
lake and it’s fish population. Although approximately 3.0 million cubic yards sediment were
estimated to be deposited within the lake in the 1996 Feasibility Study, an amount of 2.0 to 2.5
million cubic yards have been selected as a target range for a Complete Enhancement Option
since some areas, particularly the north end of the lake near the dam, have adequate water
depths in excess of 10 feet and thin deposits of sediment. The goal of the Complete
Enhancement is to remove excessive sediment deposits in areas with water depths less than 10
feet.
Selectively located deep “fish pocket” areas would be incorporated to maximize
enhancements to the fish population and to provide areas for in-lake sediment deposition. These
deep areas would include removing all sediment overlying the harder original lake bottom, which
in some areas reaches a depth of 13 feet.

As a result of sediment storage availability and budget constraints, several suitable sediment
retention sites have been evaluated for storing and dewatering the dredged sediment. All of the
potential sediment storage sites are located to the east-southeast of the lake within the proposed
Thatcher Meadows development.
Based on the proposed sediment removal option discussed above, the following summary further
clarifies the most probable cost range of the Complete Enhancement. Probable engineering
costs include all surveying, mapping, geotechnical and soils investigation, permitting, design, and
construction phase services such as project administration, site observation and as-built
requirements (see Table 8). Land acquisition costs are not included in the cost summary. Once
funding arrangements have been finalized, an example of a realistic implementation schedule
could be as follows:
1)

Engineering Design and Permitting in late 2007, which includes an updated and complete
sedimentation survey to determine accurate dredging quantities;
2) Bidding and Construction of the sediment retention and dewatering site in Spring/Summer of
2008;
3)
Dredging from Summer 2008 through Fall 2010 for the recommended Complete
Enhancement Option.
4) Sediment Retention Site Reclamation would be completed in the Summer after dredging is
completed, when the dredged material has sufficiently dried and consolidated. The estimated
cost would likely range from $100,000 to $200,000 and would be determined after the
dredging was complete.
Complete Enhancement - Enhanced Restoration to include South Bay; West Bay; Coves #1, #2 and #3; O’Brien
Shoals Area; with deep fish pocket areas to hard original bottom and selective dredging throughout the main body
of the lake. Since multiple sites would be required to store the sediment for the Complete Enhancement Option,
overall project costs would be proportionally impacted.
a) Dredging – 2.0 to 2.5 million cubic yards
$ 6,000,000 - $ 7,500,000
b) Dredge and Pipeline Mobilization
$ 200,000 - $ 300,000
c) Sediment Retention Site Construction (multiple sites)
$ 2,500,000 - $ 3,000,000
d) Sub-total
$ 8,700,000 - $10,800,000
e) Contingency (10%)
$ 870,000 - $ 1,080,000
f) Engineering and Permitting Services (10%)
$ 870,000 - $ 1,080,000
Total Estimated of Probable Cost
$ 10,440,000 - $ 12,960,000

The northwest section of West Bay appears to include gravelly material mixed with silt which
could be placed on and around the perimeter of Walkington Island to restore portions of the island
that have been lost as a result of shoreline erosion over the years. The placed material would be
confined with a riprap perimeter breakwater for protection against continued shoreline erosion.
It is important to note that if no action is taken to remove in-lake sediment, present conditions will
continue to deteriorate and degrade. Based on average annual sediment loadings estimated
over the life span of the lake, the average water depths of five to six feet and less will continue to
decrease each year. Greater losses of water depth and substantial impacts to boating access will
occur in areas such as West Bay and South Bay. Progressively shallower conditions will result in
more turbid or murky water caused by continued storm runoff, boating activities, and an
increasingly dominant rough fish population. It is estimated that a sediment removal project, as
recommended in this report, would provide an additional 80 to 100 acres of navigational access
throughout Wonder Lake.

There are additional recommendations related to shoreline stabilization & restoration, fisheries
and aquatic resources and water quality sampling and monitoring. A summary of these topics will
be presented in our next newsletter.
COMMENTS TO RESTORATION EFFORT
(Lake Maintenance & Finance Commissions, MPOA Officers & Directors)

The expense to the community related to the lake restoration project is not fixed. The $13
million expense presented during our open house activities and published in the
Northwest Herald on Sunday, May 27, 2007 is the beginning figure that your MPOA
representatives are now working to reduce. We are confident that we will be successful in
this cost reduction effort and will continue to advise the community as plans and
commitments are finalized.
(Editor’s Note)

When the restoration project was presented to the McHenry County Board in 1998 it
included a request to establish a special service area taxing district (SSA). The total
amount requested was $6.8 million. In eleven years that cost has almost doubled. There
is substantial evidence that another long-term delay in restoring our lake will result in an
increasingly cost prohibitive project, reduced access for property owners, a decrease in
the value of property with deeded lake access and the continuing loss of recreational
opportunities for future generations who may choose to live in our community. Wonder
Lake is an 830 acre private recreational lake. It is our community’s single greatest asset
and it is the MPOA’s responsibility to protect and enhance it.

LAKE FESTIVAL COMING TO WONDER LAKE
TENTATIVE DATE – AUGUST 18, 2007
DETAILS IN JULY

