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President’s Letter

2010 has been an extremely eventful year and it’s not yet over.
Your MPOA is moving still closer to acquiring the funds to initiate
a much needed dredging program. Inside you will find information
on the many steps that have been initiated and the steps that must
be completed before we reach our goal of removing sediment from
our Lake.
This publication also includes the 2011 MPOA Budget, the
Delegate’s election of the MPOA 1st Vice President and Secretary
and a summary of the 2009 Audit Report.
This newsletter is not just about your MPOA and how it is working
to maintain our recreational resource. Local organizations have
given all of us reasons to be proud of both their accomplishments
and their efforts to promote and enhance the Wonder Lake Area
for everyone who lives here. The Village of Wonder Lake enabled
Deep Springs, Wooded Shores and a portion of Wonder View to
complete the upgrade of the roads servicing their subdivisions

and is currently working with IDOT to replace the Thompson Road
Bridge and upgrade the delivery of drinking water to area users.
The Chamber of Commerce for the Wonder Lake Area organized
a great 4th of July weekend and is actively working to promote
local business interests. The Wonder Lake Sportsman’s Club
made news with their efforts to improve fishing, clean up our
subdivision shorelines and promote fishing by organizing weekend
tournaments. The Wonder Lake Yacht club hosted a major sail
boat regatta and the Wonder Lake Water Ski Show team has
brought home another National Championship.
Your MPOA Delegates, Directors and Officers encourage you to
support our local organizations and their efforts to both protect
property values and maximize our potential as a lake community.
Have a wonderful and safe Fall Season.

2010 CONVENTION OF DELEGATES
A total of 60 Delegates were present either in person
or by proxy at the MPOA’s 44th Annual convention of
Delegates. Following the recommendation of the Nominating
Committee, Dennis Gallo, Director, Wonder Woods was reelected to the position of 1st Vice President and Jane Musel,
Director, Hickory Falls I & II was elected Secretary. Both were
elected by acclamation.
The budget for the 2011 fiscal year which begins on
January 1, 2011 was also approved by a vote of 36 YES to 24 NO.

For details see the article that follows herein.
The only other business on the agenda was a summary of
the decisions on the T.P. Mathews’ lawsuit against the MPOA
and the Wooded Shores Property Improvement Association,
Inc. The Court Orders issued by Judge Caldwell on August
30, 2010 were distributed to all Delegates and the MPOA
attorney was present to answer questions. The Convention
adjourned at 7:50 P.M.

2009 FINANCIAL AUDIT
The 2009 audit of the financial status of the MPOA was conducted by Robert D. Blumberg, CPA, Ltd of Cary, IL. The complete Report
was presented to all MPOA Directors during the August 11, 2010 meeting. During the meeting Mr. Blumberg was present to review
the audit and answer questions. The Annual Audit was also distributed to all subdivision presidents attending the August 21, 2010
Presidents Meeting. The document is available for review in the MPOA office.
The Audit Report has established that the MPOA is meeting the guidelines and requirements of industry, federal, and state financial
reporting practices and that the financial records of the Association are in order.
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2011 MPOA BUDGET
Below is the MPOA Operating Budget for Fiscal Year 2011, approved during
the 44th Annual Convention of Delegates. While no changes were made
to the budget recommended for consideration by the Directors at their
August Meeting, Wonder Center Director/Delegate Pam Picard and Sunrise
Ridge Estates Director/Delegate Kathy Hunt questioned the budget as it
was proposed and brought up the need for an emergency fund to cover
unanticipated dam repairs. MPOA Treasurer Dale Kowalski clarified for
them that their suggestions relate to the need for a capital budget and
presently, unanticipated expenses are covered by the
MPOA reserves. The need for a capital budget is
apparent and will be a topic for discussion during
future Directors Meetings.

Dennis Palys
for

McHenry County Board
District 6
*
*
*
*
*

Small Business Owner
Chamber of Commerce President (12yrs)
July 4th Committee
Greenwood Township Planning Commission
Nippersink Wastershed Association, Inc.

Coordinated the successful leaf pick-up initiative with the
McHenry Co Defenders that continues to keep our air
cleaner today; and as President of the Wonder View Subdivision
(1984-95) supervised a 6 year road rebuiling project that
continues to save our residents hundreds in tax dollars each year.
Government works best at the local level, I have worked
for local control through the annexation process to give
Wonder Lake residents control over their streets,
neighborhoods and lake. I have been participating in making our
community better for 20 years and I'd like to continue that effort
on the County Board.

VOTE FOR DENNIS PALYS

THANK YOU MRS. BURKE
By Dick Hilton
Prompted by Nancy Burke’s decision to not run for re election, on January 1, 2011 the MPOA will have a new secretary for the first
time in 16 years, Nancy’s dedication and commitment to the MPOA and Wonder Lake has been an inspiration for all of us that
have had the pleasure of working with her. Her occasional nudges in the ribs and under-the-table kicks have assisted greatly in
keeping our meetings on track. Nancy’s ability to create order out of chaos has helped all of us to better understand our roles. We
have come to appreciate her tenacity and attention to details. Her organizational skills are unparalleled.
Both as a lake community and as MPOA Delegates, Directors and Officers we all owe Nancy a big thank you for a job well done.

2011 Operating Budget
Income		
Safety Patrol
$8,000
Annual Dues
$141,000
Buoys
Interest Income
$500
Buoy Purchase
$2,700
Other Inc
Placement
$2,000
Administration Fees
$300
Buoy Accessories
$1,250
Advertising Fees
$5,000
Lake Safety
Vehicle Registration
$40,000
Emergency cleanups
$1,000
Meadows of West Bay
$1,000
Water Quality Monitoring
$3,500
Total Other Inc
$46,300
Fish Stocking
$1,200
Cash Reserves
$0
Dredging Feasibility Update Repayment
Total Inflows to budget
$187,800
Lake Maintenance Commission $5,000
Expense
Total Lake Exp
$26,450
Dam & Lake Expenses
Total Dam & Lake
$34,450
Dam Exp
Gen & Admin
Elect
$1,000
Audit & Accounting
$9,500
Maintenance
$7,000
Bank Charge
$200
Sluice Gate repair
Dues & Sub.
$750
$8,000
Total Dam Exp
$400
Education
Lake Use Exp
Insurance Exp. D&O
$1,000
Misc Lake Use Exp
Legal & Professional Exp
$25,000
Vehicle Registration Exp
$1,800
Liability Ins
$29,000

Misc. Exp.
Meeting Expense
Newsletter
Office Rental
Office Supplies
Payroll
Payroll Expenses
Payroll Processing Expense
Postage
Printing. & Duplicating
Telephone
Utilities Expense
Total Gen & Admin
Total Expenses
Net Income
Actual Net Income
Contingency Amount

$500
$750
$4,000
$8,400
$2,000
$54,050
$0
$2,500
$2,500
$2,000
$3,500
$146,050
$180,500
$7,300

$9,390

Season

Tre

FA
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T.P. MATHEWS vs. MPOA & WOODED SHORES PROPERTY
IMPROVEMENT ASSOC.
In 2007 Mr. Mathews captured the name of the Wooded Shores
Property Owners Association, Inc., while it was involuntarily
dissolved by the IL Secretary of State for failure to file its Annual
Reports. Following reinstatement, Mr. Mathews’ action forced the
Association to change its name to the Wooded Shores Property
Improvement Association, Inc. (WSPIA).
In the Spring of 2009 Mr. Mathews filed a lawsuit against the
WSPIA, claiming that since he held the original name of the
Association, he was the rightful member of the MPOA and self
appointed representative of the subdivision, and should be casting
the 2 votes held by the WSPIA.
On March 10 and again in March 22, 2010 the MPOA Directors
cast an affirmative vote to enter into an agreement with the
Village of Wonder Lake and to authorize the sale of a $620,000
bond to fund the permit applications for our Lake project. The
WSPIA cast their two votes in favor of the Resolutions.
On April 7, 2010 Mr. Mathews filed a lawsuit against the MPOA,
challenging the votes cast on March 10 & March 22, 2010 and
requesting an injunction to stop the bond sale.
These lawsuits jeopardized the Stimulus bonds authorized by the
McHenry County Board and the resulting estimated $1,200,000
in savings on interest payments by property owners within the
SSA territory. As a result, 22nd District Circuit Court Judge Michael
T. Caldwell granted a Motion for an Expedited Hearing filed by
the MPOA and a hearing on both Mr. Mathews lawsuit against
the MPOA and the one against the WSPIA filed in 2009 were
scheduled to be heard together on August 17, 2010.
Following four days of testimony, 22nd Judicial Circuit Court
Judge Michael T. Caldwell ruled that:
• Mr. Thomas P. Mathews and the association in which he
is the Registered Agent, Wooded Shores Property Owners
Association, Inc. does not represent the lot owners in the
Wooded Shores subdivision.
• The Mathews Corporation, known as Wooded Shores Property
Owners Association, Inc. is not a member of the MPOA.
• Mr. Thomas P. Mathews is a lot owner in the Wooded Shores
subdivision and is not a “Successor Developer”.
• The act by Mr. Mathews of incorporating another not-forprofit corporation with the “Wooded Shores” name (while

the original corporation was dissolved) was a formulaic act
without substance or impact. It was an inappropriate attempt
to co-opt the corporate name of the original corporation.
• The Wooded Shores Property Improvement Association,
Inc. does not own but by covenants in deeds, is
responsible for governing and supervising the subdivision’s
“common” areas.
• The Wooded Shores Property Improvement Association, Inc.
(WSPIA) is the sole representative of all lot owners in the
Wooded Shores subdivision.
• The WSPIA is a charter member of the Master Property
Owners Association, Inc. (MPOA) representing the lot owners
in Wooded Shores.
• In regards to the regularly scheduled March 10, 2010 MPOA
Directors’ Meeting & March 22, 2010 Emergency Meeting of
the Directors, Judge Caldwell determined that even though
the March 22 meeting was not necessary, valid votes were
cast at both meetings approving two resolutions enabling the
issuance of a $620,000 bond to fund the permit applications
for the Lake Dredging Project.
• That in the event the MPOA fails to amend its by laws at the
next Annual Delegates’ Convention and Mr. Mathews does not
voluntarily relinquish his rights to the corporate name Wooded
Shores Property Owners Association, Inc., Thomas P. Mathews
is hereby enjoined from using the corporate name Wooded
Shores Property Owners Association, Inc. in his dealings with
the MPOA.

Dusty’s
Pizza
Tuesday is All You Can
Eat Pizza & Pasta
We Deliver

653-2400
7613 Howe Road

WONDER LAKE YACHT CLUB
Venetian Night
On Sun, Sep 5th, 7 well decorated boats participated in the Annual Venetian Night parade. Crowds on shore all along the
parade route cheered and flashed lights in support of the parade. This year’s winner was the Halloween-themed boat decorated
by Jim and Dee Grossmayer. This has turned into a great event for the community and a fun way to end the season.
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VILLAGE OF WONDER LAKE
New subdivision roads to service White Oaks Bay, Hickory
Falls I & II, Deep Springs Woods, Wooded shores and the
portion of Wonderview that was annexed into the village are
now complete. These roads were paid for by the property owners
within the subdivision’s boundaries and reconstructed to
village standards. They are now incorporated into the Village’s
perpetual maintenance program, supported by local and state
tax revenue.
A new Thompson Road bridge is now under construction
and scheduled for completion later this year. The village applied
for and received a grant to cover 80% of the cost. The balance
of the expense will be covered by existing village tax revenue, at
no additional expense to village residents.
Improvements are continuing to upgrade the drinking water
delivered to users in the three systems purchased by the Village
five years ago. A new 8 inch water main has been installed in
Wooded Shores. Once completed, the drinking water system on
the east side of Wonder Lake will be connected to the Thatcher
Meadows deep well system and the existing eastside water
tower will be removed.
The older drinking water systems in Highland Shores, Sunrise
Ridge and Sunrise Ridge Estates will be connected to the newer

Deer Path and Meadows of West Bay systems. Work will be
completed early this fall. The “land-mark” water tower on the
west side will be dismantled and removed by the end of this
year. Funds to pay for these improvements came from grants
received from the McHenry County Community Block Grant
Committee (CDBG) and the revenue stream received from the
monthly water bills paid by users.
The schedule for the fall leaf collection program will be
released in the very near future.

Specializing in Obedience Training
& Hunting Dogs
Boarding all Breeds
Les Anderson - trainer
4204 Thompson Rd.
Wonder Lake

815-728-1392
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Lake Restoration Update
Randy Stowe – Lake Manager

Lake restoration continues to move forward, and a variety of
activities continue to take place before the actual dredging begins.
5.
1. Regulatory Permitting – A regulatory permit application for
the project has been submitted for review and approval to
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Other regulatory permit
applications for the project will be submitted this fall to the
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency and the Illinois
Department of Natural Resources for review and approval.
2. Sediment Mapping – In August 2010, the United States
Geological Survey conducted an EcoMapper Survey of Wonder
Lake to map the lake bottom and collect extensive water
quality data. The August 25th, 2010 issue of the Woodstock
Independent had a great article on this activity.
3. Water Quality Sampling – On-going Water Quality (WQ) data
collection is beginning to produce a large database of WQ
information for Wonder Lake and its inflowing streams. This
data will allow the improvement in the WQ of Wonder Lake
resulting from lake restoration to be evaluated and documented.
4. Watershed Grants – The MPOA continues to work with
Nippersink Creek Watershed and Wonder Lake property owners
to apply for Section 319 Grants from the Illinois Environmental

6.

7.

8.

Protection Agency to fund water quality improvement /
protection projects.
Sediment Storage Facility Agreement – NRB Land LLC, the
owner of the Thatcher Meadows Subdivision, has generously
offered the MPOA, at no cost, the use of their land for up
to ten years for use as a sediment storage facility. Sediment
pumped from the lake will be directed into this facility to allow
it to be dried and re-used. A draft agreement with NRB Land is
currently under review.
Sediment Storage Facility Design – Regulatory permits also
have to be obtained to construct and operate the sediment
storage facility. Once the land use agreement with NRB
Land has been finalized, the sediment storage facility will be
designed, and applicable regulatory permits will be applied for.
Sediment Storage Facility Bidding /Construction – As the
regulatory permit review process continues, bid documents and
plans will be sent to qualified contractors to obtain bids for the
construction of the facility.
Lake Dredging – As the regulatory permit review process and
construction of the sediment storage facility continues, bid
documents and plans will be sent to qualified contractors to
obtain bids for the lake dredging.

HISTORY OF DAM MAINTENANCE
Construction of the dam that creates our private recreational
water body began in 1928. In 1931 the dam was completed and
the sluice gates were closed. In 1932 water from the Nippersink
Creek began overtopping the concrete spillway, the road that
connected Hancock Drive on the east side with what is now
Garrison Rd. on the west side was abandoned and the Lake’s
shoreline was established.
Throughout its history our dam has experienced many events
that have brought us to where we are today. It withstood a major
flood that destroyed the Adams dam and mill immediately west
of the Thompson Rd. Bridge. The bridge over Nippersink Creek at
Barnard Mill Rd. was also destroyed. Our dam has also survived
years of neglect between the 1960’s and into the very early 1980’s.
In the late ‘70s the U.S. army Corps of Engineers advised the
MPOA that it must accomplish a major overhaul and reinforce
the earthen structure with additional clay fill, remove the many
trees and brush that had overgrown the dam and threatened its
integrity and repair the inoperable sluice gates. The only other
option available to property owners was to completely remove the
entire structure.
Completion of the mandated repairs to the dam prompted the
MPOA Board of Directors to create a Dam Commission and charge
it with the responsibility of establishing an annual maintenance
and inspection program. Both an annual maintenance and an

annual “voluntary” inspection program were initiated, utilizing
local property owner expertise.
In 1995 the Dam Commission began requiring annual dam
inspections by professional consultants. Over the past 15 years
consultants with expertise in dam maintenance have inspected our
dam annually and praised both its condition and the maintenance
program that is in place. For the past several years the appropriate
State Agency staff has been invited to Wonder Lake to participate
and supervise our annual dam inspections. Our dam has most
recently been used by IL Dept. of Natural Resources, Division of
Water Resources (IDNR) specialists to train agency personnel on
what to look for when inspecting dams in Illinois.
These dam inspections are filed with the IL Department of
Natural Resources, Division of Water Resources. The annual
inspection reports are reviewed by the appropriate State agencies
and are also on file in the MPOA office. The 2010 inspection
is scheduled for early October and IDNR Staff have again been
invited.
The early ‘90s also brought a revised set of by laws requiring
that MPOA Officers present a balanced operating budget to the
directors for consideration and approval by the delegates at the
Annual Convention of Delegates. This budget process was created
to provide oversight of the Association’s annual expenses. Since
its establishment the annual budget has mandated that a portion

...Continued on page 6
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HISTORY OF DAM MAINTENANCE cont.
of the MPOA revenue is annually earmarked for general dam
maintenance.
Over the past seven years approximately $40,000 in repairs to
both the concrete spillway and sluice gates have been completed.
These repairs have been funded by making adjustments in the
annual operating budgets. Protection of the upstream face of
the earthen portion of the dam is incorporated into the dredging
plans that will be funded by the sale of bonds to be paid off
through the SSA.
It should be noted that following the major overhaul of
the dam in the early 1980’s our dam has undergone annual
inspections and necessary repairs. Throughout its history, the
wonder Lake Dam has survived the ravages of time, weather
and neglect. It has withstood the torrential 100 year rain events
of the past several years and also a major flood. Your MPOA is
committed to continuing to protect, preserve and enhance our
dam and in the process, do its part in protecting Wonder Lake,
Lake-right properties, properties that currently have an estimated
$750,000,000.00 in full market value.

WONDER LAKE SPORTSMAN & CONSERVATION CLUB
By Jane Musel

The summer and early fall months for the Wonder Lake
Sportsman’s Club have been centered around fishing activities.

usually shallow south end which were not able to be reached in
the spring.

The Carp Derby was hosted June 12th with 41 participants,
mostly bow and arrow fisherman. They removed a total of 288
Carp from the lake. The big Carp caught by David Peters weighed
in at 8.69 pounds.

The 2010 Catfish Derby was held on August 21st through 22nd.
Results are to be posted soon.

Our Kid’s Fishing Derby held June 13th was a great success with
120 Wonder Lake kids in attendance. They enjoyed hotdogs, pop,
free fishing equipment and prizes while catching 68 fish at Wonder
Center Beach. The biggest fish was a 25 ¼ inch 6.1 pound Carp
caught by Kevin Eismueller, 4 years old! A total of seven different
species were recorded.

Yet to come is the Fall Bass Derby to be held at Wonder Center
Beach on Sunday, October 3rd. Bass Committee Chairman, Tony
Musel, is hoping that this Fall’s event will surpass last year’s 3.7
pound big bass and six fish limit winner of 9.36 pounds. This event
is open to any Wonder Lake resident.
Rounding out the fishing activities will be a fall stocking of
Crappie.

The Club used the high water in the middle of the summer to
clean out and rehabilitate a number of wood duck houses in the

Kathy L. Sierminski
CPA, MAS

Accounting & Tax Services
7442 Hancock Drive
P.O. Box 240
Wonder Lake, IL 60097
Phone: 815-728-1200 • Fax: 815-728-1120

www.sierminskicpa.com
kathys@sierminskicpa.com

If time & quality gentle care are
important to you...
we are available to serve you.
Gregory V. Sierminski,
D.D.S. P.C.
Quality comprehensive dental care
for the entire family.
7442 Hancock Drive,
Wonder Lake

728-0100

www.2thdrs@comcast.net

Jack D. FrankS
State Representative
63rd District

1193 South Eastwood Drive
Woodstock, IL 60098
815-334-0063 • Fax 815-334-9147
jack@jackfranks.org
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WONDER LAKE WATER SKI SHOW TEAM
2010 – A National Championship Year!

By Patricia Hartmann
This year taught the Wonder Lake Water Ski Show Team that support from the community with attendance at as many home
you don’t have to be perfect to be winners. Planning and working shows as the weather would allow. It seemed like it always
throughout the year for the 2010 ski season, the team struggled, as decided to rain on show day! The team also continued with its’
many are these days with fundraising and other issues, including cooperative relationships with other non-profits, including the WL
water and weather related issues impacting our shows.
Food Pantry with a fall food drive and NISRA by teaching a learn
The ski season included 12 home shows, 3 road shows to to ski program in early June.
other communities, and 3 tournaments culminating with the
National Show Ski Championship where your hometown team
was scored as the best team of the weekend, earning the title
2010 National Champs! It’s hard to be perfect with the numbers
put out on the water, but the team didn’t disappoint and held to
its’ motto “Go Big or Go Home” with near flawless performances
during the big group acts, including pyramids and jump acts.
The team ladies excelled on the difficult swivel ski earning the
top ranking, with the men of the team earning the top scores for
jumping. The teams’ boat fleet also earned accolades at Nationals
as the 1st place boat driving team.
After ending a very successful 50th Anniversary Celebration
year in 2009, the year began with off-season fundraisers, including
the Haunted Hayride and Casino nights. Summer brought great

Our next scheduled fund raising activity is the Haunted
Hayride to be held at Peterson Park in McHenry, IL on October
16, 22, 23, 29, & 30 from 7:00 pm to 10:30 pm.
The team thanks our community for its’ ongoing support and
are very proud to continue to be competitive in the show ski arena.
Again for the 14th year the team retained a top 5 ranking in the
nation, this year bringing home another championship, the 4th, for
our team and community. Congratulations to everyone involved
with the team, from members, to supporters, and community
members who cheer us on. As a community organization,
we thank you. Please visit us on Facebook or at our website
www.wonderlakeskiteam.org.

THE WONDER LAKE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY
By Donna Sullivan

The Wonder Lake Chamber is pleased to announce the unveiling
of it’s brand new and exciting membership opportunities. “CIRCLE
365” will allow our members to pay a one-time membership fee and
be included in all of the years many sponsorship opportunities, in
addition to receiving two tickets to our Annual Dinner. Beginning
October 1st we will be offering W.L. Chamber members the chance
to pre select the events and needs and never have worry about
deadlines or missing the opportunity to sponsor a community
event. Our goal is to make it easier for our business members,
allotting them the most exposure, education and networking
possibilities ever. We are very excited about this completely new
approach to our membership and look forward to your support
and input.

our guide is being made by a business owner that knows the
significance residents have for this useful tool. We encourage you
to support these businesses.
Just into the Chamber office from the North Pole, SANTA will be
arriving in Wonder Lake on Saturday December 4th! , so be good!
Visit the W.L. Chamber website for more upcoming community
events at www.wonderlake.org We can be reached by phone at
815-728-0682 or you can email us at chamber@wonderlake.org

Many studies measure success as a business in a community by
maintaining a high level of involvement in community and events.
Historically this leads to the exposure and confidence consumers are
so desperately looking for. Look for details in the mail soon or go to
the W.L. chamber website for more information.
Back by popular demand, the Chamber is pleased to announce
the unveiling of the Wonder Lake Community Guide in October
2010! Each day, the chamber receives requests for this handy
and convenient sized guide. It allows easy access to businesses,
government agencies, schools, churches and all of the information
you are looking for in Wonder Lake. Every advertisement in

“bank where you’re known”

815-728-8000

Www.thestatebankgroup.com
Member FDIC
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McHenry County Board
District 6

neighborhoods and lake. I have been participating in making our
The Wonder
Lakebetter
MPOAfor
Newsletter
is the
official
newsletter
of
community
20 years and
I'd like
to continue
that effort
the Master
Property
Owners
Association
in
Wonder
Lake.
on the County Board.

Correspondence can be addressed to the MPOA at
7602 Hancock Drive, Wonder Lake, IL 60097.
VOTE FOR
DENNISquarterly
PALYS in the months
The W.L. MPOA Newsletter
is published
of June, September, December and March.

Solving landscape issues creatively since 1991
CAD Design • Construction • Maintenance
2803 E. Lake Shore Dr.
Wonder Lake, IL 60097
www. mckayrep.com

815.509.5679
den@mckayrep.com

Seasoned Firewood: Oak -$130; Cherry- $140,
Mixed Hardwoods $100
Deliverd facecords
Tree Trimming, Removal, Stump Grinding
FAll Clean-up

Snow Removal
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MPOA
7602 Hancock Drive
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